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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hello, I’m Ken Rockwell, metadata librarian at the University of Utah’s J. Willard Marriott Library.



The Marriott Library’s Digital Library

J. Willard Marriott Library

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The J. Willard Marriott Library has been digitizing many of its unique historical resources, from pioneer diaries to century-old photographs, making them available for free on the internet.  My job involves metadata, providing more information about these resources so as to make them more accessible to users.



Newell Beeman, photographer
In the 1910s, retired businessman Newell Beeman made a hobby of 
photographing historical buildings in the Salt Lake Valley, including many 
church buildings.  Ensign Ward at D Street and 9th Avenue in background.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Among our sets of historical photos is the Newell Beeman Collection. Newell Beeman was a retired businessman in Salt Lake City who in the second decade of the 20th century made a hobby of photographing older buildings in the area…



Churches of Beeman’s time

LDS Liberty Ward Cliff Methodist, 900 E at 100 S

Presenter
Presentation Notes
…  including many churches.  This gave me an idea… 



Marriott Library digital exhibits
https://exhibits.lib.utah.edu/s/home/page/home

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the Marriott, we’ve recently been producing online exhibits to introduce users to the diverse resources in our digital library.  So I thought I might create an exhibit highlighting photos by Beeman and others that display the history of religious diversity in the city through its architecture. 



LDS 2nd Ward, then and now
Beeman’s photo, ca. 1918: chapel at 
700 South & 500 East 2018 image from Google Earth

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It could involve new photos, showing the church buildings of a century ago as they appear today.  So I began to go out and take such photos with the exhibit in mind…



A centennial update: 
changes since Beeman’s time

All Saints Episcopal Church
17th South and Foothill Blvd

Salt Lake Buddhist Temple
211 West 1st South

Presenter
Presentation Notes
… and then conceived the idea of a major new collection of such photos, a sort of centennial update to Beeman’s project.  It could include buildings that weren’t around back then, and reflect the growing religious diversity of the city. 



Repurposed: 
From synagogue to church

Congregation Montefiore, 
355 So. 3rd East

Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox  
Church in 2018

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I was particularly interested in illustrating how various older church building have been “repurposed.”  They no longer house the congregation that they were originally built for.  An example: an old downtown synagogue, now home to an Orthodox church.



Some useful resources for researching 
urban landscapes

Polk Directories Sanborn Insurance Maps,
Salt Lake City 1911

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some major resources for identifying historical churches are the Polk city directories and the Sanborn Fire Insurance maps.  The Marriott’s Special Collections has a near-complete run of the directories since 1900, and the Sanborn maps have been scanned and are available in our Digital Library, including metadata to locate all churches shown.  I particularly used the 1911 edition, which shows the city in Newell Beeman’s day. These maps show every building on a block!




A note of caution: remember the 
major address change of 1973!

28th Ward, Sanborn 1950 … and on Google Maps, 2018

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some major resources for identifying historical churches are the Polk city directories and the Sanborn Fire Insurance maps.  The Marriott’s Special Collections has a near-complete run of the directories since 1900, and the Sanborn maps have been scanned and are available in our Digital Library, including metadata to locate all churches shown.  I particularly used the 1911 edition, which shows the city in Newell Beeman’s day. These maps show every building on a block!
I want to mention an important historical detail to keep in mind when using these resources: the addresses you find there may be different today.  Not only the street number but the very street name—particularly on Salt Lake’s west side.  Before 1973, the street west of West Temple was called First West, and the one north of North Temple was First North.  This caused confusion if you expected addresses to follow the pattern we have on the east side.  The city finally did a major renaming in 1973.  As you see in this comparison for the site of the old 28th Ward chapel, if you want to find an address that the older Polk Directories and Sanborn Maps show to be on 3rd North, you have to go to what we now call 4th North!




Comparing a historic address with a 
recent image in Google Earth

Beeman snapped this RLDS Church 
building at 336 So. 400 East

Checking that location in Google 
Earth “street view” reveals…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I also used Google Earth’s street-view to check out sites of old churches and see what’s there now.  In the case of an old Lutheran church on 4th East that in 1914 became home to what Beeman called “the Josephites,” that is, the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints or RLDS, I entered its address in Google Earth, and we see that it’s still standing.



Checking the site of an old church 
found on a 1911 Sanborn Map

Lincoln Street Baptist, at 
9th South and Lincoln (950 E)

Google Earth, 2018: 
a modern residence

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Whereas the old Lincoln Street Baptist Church in the 9th and 9th district, found on a Sanborn map, has clearly been replaced by a modern house.



Bosnian mosque, 425 No. 700 West
Google Earth’s street-view imagery for the mosque address, seen today, dates 

from 2014, and shows the old Church of God of Prophecy building

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An amusing aside about using Google Earth street view;  Here’s a “then-and-now” pair showing an old Pentacostal church building that the Bosnian Muslim community purchased in 2010 and remodeled into the pretty mosque you’ll see today.  The image on the left is out of Google Earth’s street view and dates from 2014—and it’s still what you see as of Spring 2019.  So even Google can be behind the times!  

(You also may find that both Google Earth and Google Maps may have icons to locate churches that are no longer there.)




Tracking down the histories

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I also wanted to include brief histories of the building—when built, how long occupied and by whom, when transferred to other owners, etc.  I often found useful websites online, including sites for individual congregations or denominations.  And there are some major sites dealing with the architecture of historic LDS ward houses.  Also, many older churches are on the National Register of Historic Places, or part of historic districts on that list, so I obtained historical information from the registration forms found online.



Multiple angles: 
Wasatch Presbyterian
1626 South 17th East

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As I went out and photographed existing church buildings, old and new, I often took multiple shots to illustrate different views of the building and different aspects of the architecture. 


I’ll now show a few highlights of the project, including interesting cases of repurposing



Congregations on the move
Calvary Baptist Church, built 1911

677 East 300 South (2nd site)
Calvary Baptist in 2018 

1090 So. State Street (4th home)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A major reason for the changing religious landscape is that a church would outgrow its current residence and relocate.  Calvary Baptist Church, an African-American congregation, was already in its second home when Beeman visited a century ago, and it’s now in its fourth location!




Repurposing: sacred to sacred
Swedish Evangelical Free Church, 

738 South 7th East
Salt Lake’s First Mosque

740 So. 7th East

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And when a building was vacated, new groups often took the place of the old.  We have several examples around town.  Earlier we saw a synagogue that became a church, and a church that became a mosque.  Here’s another one, from 700 East.




Repurposing: sacred to secular
Immanuel Baptist, 4th East and 2nd So.  
(Beeman, 1910s), vacated in 1954 Anthony’s Antiques, 2018

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some buildings, however, took on secular functions.  The old Immanuel Baptist Church is now an antique store…




Repurposing, LDS-style
LDS 24th Ward, 

600 No. 2nd West (until 1973)
Garbett Center for Choral Music

700 No. 3rd West

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The old 24th LDS ward now houses the Garbett Center for Choral Music…




Repurposing, cont.
Phillips Congregational Church

500 South 7th East Inside Out store, 2018

Presenter
Presentation Notes
… while Phillips Congregational Church on 7th East is an office interiors store.



Repurposing, continued
Temple B’nai Israel, 1910s

249 South 4th East Henrikson-Butler, 2018

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A similar business occupies Utah’s first synagogue, B’nai Israel.




A forgotten synagogue
Congregation Shaary Zedek
Synagogue, 833 So. 2nd East.  

Sold to the VFW for a post in 
1948; now an architect’s office

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Along the way, I discovered historic houses of worship that aren’t so well known as those downtown.  This building was a third old synagogue, built for a short-lived congregation of Yiddish-speaking Jews.  After they dissolved in the 1930s, it became a Veterans of Foreign Wars post for a while, and now it’s an architect’s office.



Full Gospel Assembly, 1840 South 8th East
First built for the Seventh Day Adventists, it was also home for a group 
named “Full Gospel Assembly” for many decades until the 1990s.  Now a 
private residence.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another forgotten venue, now a private residence, once housed a Seventh-day Adventist church and then a group called the “Full Gospel Assembly.”  I haven’t found much information on the latter. Such churches, usually independent and not tied to a major denomination, are hard to research, and little is to be found of them online.



Repurposing: secular to sacred
John B. Spencer Public 
Library (776 West 200 
North, Salt Lake City.) built 
in 1921 and closed in 1965. 
Now the home of the 
Free Church of Tonga

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And then there are cases where a building that started out with a secular function was repurposed to house a faith community.  A former public library on the west side now houses a Tongan congregation…




Al-Madina Mosque, formerly 1st Security Bank
1773 West North Temple Street

Presenter
Presentation Notes
… while a former bank on North Temple has become a mosque.



From private residence to 
Vietnamese Buddhist Temple

469 North 7th West

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And this Vietnamese Buddhist temple on 700 West would never be mistaken for the private residence it once was. 



Preserving relics of the past
Zion Lutheran bell tower
1070 South Foothill Blvd.

Transplanted stained-glass
First Congregational, 2150 So. Foothill

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another aspect I’ve noticed in all of this change is that when churches moved, they often took along parts of their former home and incorporated it into the new building.  Zion Lutheran preserved the bell from its former downtown home, while First Congregational Church took an old stained-glass window and its organ and incorporated them into the new structure on Foothill Boulevard in 1965.  In the latter case, it’s a good thing: soon after the move, the old downtown building caught fire!	     … And speaking of which…




Just in time…

Old 16th Ward, 131 No. 600 West
… and the new, Summer 2018… 
just before the fall

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many of the older building from Beeman’s day were demolished.  Here’s Beeman’s photo of the old 16th Ward chapel, which was torn down in 1920s, and its replacement, which was in use until the 1980s.  It was a private residence when I visited in June of 2018.  A story on the news in 2015 described how the owners rented out the extra space for special events, even hosting a haunted house in the basement.




… and after the fall

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Then came news in October: the place had been sold to the Boys and Girls Club, but seismic upgrades would have been too costly, so it was being torn down.  I got those June pictures just in time…




Then and Now: A road not taken
Plymouth Congregational, 

232 W. 300 North Site today, via Google Earth

Presenter
Presentation Notes
That brings up one of the limits I placed on my project. “Then” and “Now” photos are a popular theme with historical photograph projects, and I could have photographed the sites of many church buildings that were torn down long ago.  But I didn’t want to go down that road—it would have been unwieldy. 



Total replacement
Old LDS 18th Ward Chapel
“A” Street and 1st Avenue

Parking lot for the new 18th

(new ward house at A and 2nd Ave.)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But I do include one such case, the old 18th Ward chapel on A Street in the Avenues, whose site is the parking lot for its replacement, seen in the background. (That’s been a typical pattern for ward building replacement through the 20th century.)




Resurrection!
The old 18th Ward chapel, dismantled in 1973, but rebuilt in 1976 on 
Capitol Hill.  It also includes artifacts from the original site, including 
interior woodwork, benches, and pulpit.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This was an exception because the old building wasn’t simply demolished, but dismantled, and reconstructed in another location.  Now called the White Chapel, it hosts special events such as weddings and interfaith services.






Newer LDS ward houses repurposed

Emigration Ward, now Capital (Assembly of God)
1010 East 7th South

Old 25th Ward,  now Salvation Army 
chapel, 438 South 9th West

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another limit I set on the project was to not photograph every LDS ward house that stands today, there being so many of them.  I chose to concentrate on the older ones, which—let’s face it—have more interesting architecture.

But I did include a sample of the newer buildings, especially those that have been repurposed.  The Emigration Ward building on 7th South (itself a replacement of the building Beeman photographed) has, since the 1990s, been an Assembly of God church.  And the former 25th Ward building on 900 West is now a Salvation Army chapel.  Note how both of them added crosses to the steeples, a feature not used by the LDS church.



Temporary homes (selective)
Store at 774 East 8th South, 

once “Apostil Assembly” and Krishna 
Temple

Veterans Hall, 273 E. 8th South,
home of Unity Fellowship in 2000s

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another limit was not to include every building that was secular in origin but the temporary home of a religious community.  I did include a few examples, such as this storefront on 8th South near 8th East.  For decades it was a local grocery, but in the 1970s it housed an obscure group called the “Apostil Assembly,” and in 1976 was, briefly, a Krishna temple.  But it reverted to commercial use, and was vacant when I got to it in 2018.  And the VFW Hall on 700 South (occupied by the same post that had been at the nearby Yiddish synagogue) was rented by the Unity Fellowship until recently.  That group now rents the Garden Center in Sugar House Park.  But there were so many short-term homes, often in residential dwellings, that I couldn’t do them all.



Border issues: keeping to the city
Saint Ann’s Catholic Church

2119 So. 4th East … just over the line

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And I chose to confine myself to the current city limits of Salt Lake.  Which meant that Saint Ann’s Catholic Church on 21st South got excluded from the project.  I’d already taken pictures of it when I realized that the city line ran right down 21st South, though it jogs southward just east of here. 



Beeman went out of town…

Sandy Methodist Church Centerville LDS Chapel

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I could easily have justified extending the project out into the county. Newell Beeman, after all, had done so, and he even went up into Davis County to photograph old ward houses there.



More repurposing
Murray Methodist Church, 
photographed by Beeman

Quaker meeting house
171 East 4800 South, Murray

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I could easily have justified extending the project out into the county. Newell Beeman, after all, had done so, and he even went up into Davis County to photograph old ward houses there.



… with regrets to India
Krishna Hindu Temple, 

965 E 3370 So., Millcreek City
Sikh Temple, Taylorsville

4897 So. Redwood Road

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My biggest regret in sticking to the confines of Salt Lake City is how it leaves out some important traditions that contribute to the religious diversity of the area.  While the city has several mosques and Buddhist temples, the Hindu and Sikh traditions from India have their main buildings out in other cities. 



I could continue…

Taylorsville Ward (built 1897) Expanded building 2018…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After visiting the Sikh temple in Taylorsville, I was heading back on 4800 South, when I glimpsed to the right another building that made me go, “Whoa!” and I pulled over.  

 Sure enough it was the old Taylorsville Ward, whose right half dates from 1897 (later expanded on the left)… 



Yet another repurposed church: 
now the Al-Rasool Islamic Center

1247 West 4800 South

Presenter
Presentation Notes
… now the Al-Rasool Islamic Center, home of the Shia Muslim community. Yet another great example of repurposing.  So you see what I mean, folks!  This project could get entirely out of hand and never be finished if I tried to cover the rest of the county.



Metadata: Brief historical notes on the 
building; and links to other photos and 

to sites with further information 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So I wrapped up the photography in July and submitted selected photos to the Marriott’s Digital Library production staff, and by September this new set was up online.  The record for each photo includes a sketch history of the building and links other related photos in the Digital Library, and to web sites with further information. 



Metadata and geospatial access

https://mlibgisservices.maps.arcgis.com/apps/
View/index.html?appid=968870336c4c46d1a7
481089f45794c2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another type of metadata I included was a building’s geographic coordinates (using the Spatial Coverage field).  This was to facilitate creating a geospatial interface for locating them in the city.


https://mlibgisservices.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=968870336c4c46d1a7481089f45794c2


Links to the collections
• Home page to the Digital Library 

https://collections.lib.utah.edu/ (look for the Salt Lake 
City Religious Architecture Photographs)

• Home page for the digital exhibit: 
https://exhibits.lib.utah.edu/ (look for: Religious 
Diversity in Salt Lake City)

• Marriott Library blog on the Digital Library: 
https://newsletter.lib.utah.edu/digital-library-news/
(look for: “Then and now: new digital exhibit features 
religious structures,” posted January 22, 2019)

• Location map: https://arcg.is/f5LLm
• Contact me at:                              ken.rockwell@utah.edu

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can access the new photo collection through our digital Library home page, and also the exhibit that got this project going.  There was also an article about the project in the library’s blog or newsletter.  The link to the interactive map of new photos is here as well.
 
I’d also like to mention that I have a longer version of this presentation, which includes a more detailed section on the history of church building in the city.  It’s available for showing to community groups, including churches, when the opportunity arises.

[THE END.  PRESENTATION TIME IS ON AVERAGE 20 MINUTES]


https://collections.lib.utah.edu/
https://exhibits.lib.utah.edu/
https://newsletter.lib.utah.edu/digital-library-news/
https://arcg.is/f5LLm


The oldest surviving house of worship 
in Salt Lake City

Tenth Ward chapel.  Too bad 
Beeman missed its neighbor…

1873 ward house, restored 2011 
(420 So. 800 East)



Google Earth imagery 2018
Bosnian Mosque on 7th West
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