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Alchemy [al-kuh-mee] 
noun

1. Any magical power or process of transmuting 
a common substance, usually of little value, into a 
substance of great value.

The Motivation:
Students at the University of Utah are frequently  
interested in and challenged by contemporary art  
research.  A free and open workshop is an  
opportunity to help students with their work and to 
teach using diverse examples provided by the  
students.

The Project:
A two-hour, interactive course for researching con-
temporary art and artists.

The Theme:
Casting a wide net.  Gathering crumbs/clues from 
anywhere possible to create a cohesive project.  

The Method:
Interactive examples with a diverse set of tools  
illustrating the sometimes convoluted course that  
research can take.

Introduction

Direct collaboration between library and art history 
department
Participation from the curatorial staff at the Utah  
Museum of Fine Arts to add a museum professional’s 
perspective
Use the Marriott Library’s free workshop model to 
open the course to anyone who was  
interested.
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Come to the workshop to: 
• Get an in-depth look at resources for contemporary art 

research 
• Have the opportunity to ask questions to the Fine Arts 

Librarian and a museum professional 
• Workshop ideas and research with fellow students 

Free enrollment on the Marriott 
Library website: lib.utah.edu 
 
Click on the “Classes and 
Workshops” Link and sign up 
today! 
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