LIBRARY ALCHEMY: RESEARCHING CONTEMPORARY ART

INSTRUCTION IN A MYSTICAL PRACTICE

INTRODUCTION

Alchemy [al-kuh-mee]

L noun
The Motivation:

Students at the University of Utah are frequently
interested in and challenged by contemporary art
research. A free and open workshop is an

1. Any magical power or process of transmuting
a common substance, usually of little value, into a
substance of great value.

opportunity to help students with their work and to
teach using diverse examples provided by the
students.

THE RESEARCH GUIDE

The Project:

Citation Management

Contemporary Art

o NoodleTools
NoodleTools is a web application designed for students, for use in research project management. Tools
are included for creating APA, MLA, and Chicago/Turabian documentation, annotated bibliographies,
notecards, resource analysis, and more. Users must register for a personal account with NoodleTools to
use the website because the tools store data individually.

A two-hour, interactive course for researching con-
temporary art and artists.

o NoodleTools Guide
This Guide will help you create and utilize the research project management web application called
NoodleTools. In short, NoodleTools will help you create and produce a perfectly stylized bibliography for
each research paper or project that you must develop for any of your classes that require APA, MLA or
Chicago/Turabian style as a standard for documentation (i.e., your citations).

The Theme:

Casting a wide net. Gathering crumbs/clues from
anywhere possible to create a cohesive project.

Books/Library
Resources

Databases

Ai Weiwei, Dropping the Urn /KMoA | Photo available at Flickr k=SS e ARTbibliographies Modern (ABM) [TRIAL]

This database is a specialist bibliography available for the study of modern and contemporary art. Covers
a number of art forms from painting, sculpture and photography to video, body art and graffiti. Full
abstracts and indexing are available from the late 1960s onwards.

The Method:

Interactive examples with a diverse set of tools
llustrating the sometimes convoluted course that
research can take.

Specialized Web Resources o Art Full Text

Art Full Text is a database that features full-text articles, abstracting and indexing of a number of
peer-selected publications, podcasts, and page images. The subjects covered by this database include
fine, decorative, and commercial art, photography, folk art, film, architecture, new artists, contemporary
art, exhibition reviews, and feminist criticism. The database also indexes a growing selection of Latin
American, Canadian, Asian, and non-Western art. The full text is provided for articles from more than 270
periodicals as far back as 1997, along with indexing and abstracting of over 600 periodicals as far back as
1984 (including 260 peer-reviewed journals), as well as over 18,000 art dissertations, art reproduction
records, and more. The database is updated daily and as new information is available.

e Contemporary Artist Index
Contemporary Artists Index (CAl) is a unique resource
developed and maintained by the Cleveland Institute of Art's
Gund Library staff. CAl indexes approximately 20,000 artists,
artists groups, photographers, craftspeople, designers, and
design firms whose work appears in group exhibition catalogs
added to the Gund Library since 1991, as well as the video
periodical Art Today and View, a periodical specializing in artist

: : e Art Index Retrospective
interviews.

Art Retrospective is a record of contemporary art history that provides access to over half a century of art
literature. In addition to many English-language art journals, Art Retrospective also covers a number of
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Document your re-

e Union List of Artist Names (ULAN)
Titian or Tiziano Vecellio? ULAN contains names, variant
names, and biographical information for artists, architects,
studios, firms, and repositories of art.

publications in French, Italian, German, Spanish, and Dutch, as well as important yearbooks and select
museum bulletins. The database allows users to view contemporary criticism of art at the time of its debut,
helps track the body of work of an individual artist or an entire movement, and gives access to artists'
interviews, commentaries, and more. In total, Art Retrospective contains almost 600 publications over 55
years (many of them peer-reviewed), citations to over 25,000 book reviews, indexing of art reproductions
to help researchers in focusing on a single artist or on individual works, and searches based on keywords,
subject headings, personal names, article title words, organizations, publications, and year.

search, Find a citation
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e Search the Getty Provenance Index® Databases
Getty Provenance Index® databases, which currently contain
1.5 million records taken from source material such as archival
inventories, auction catalogs, and dealer stock books.

o AskArt
AskART is an online database containing biographical information, records and media relating to original

Direct collaboration between library and art history
department

Participation from the curatorial staff at the Utah
Museum of Fine Arts to add a museum professional’s
perspective

Use the Marriott Library’s free workshop model to

open the course to anyone who was

INnterested.

ADVERTISEMENT
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News and
Journal
Articles

./279127,{32496)3‘1

o the-artists.org

The major modern & contemporary visual artists. Sculpture,
painting, installation artists, print, performance, photography,
collage and multimedia and digital artists. The current, the
famous, established and emerging artists since 1900, with links
to webresources to find anything you want to know about them,
with images of their work, comprehensive biographies and
articles, and if it exists, the artist's personal website.

The Frick

The Archives Directory for the History of Collecting is a
pioneering resource created to help researchers locate primary
source material about American art collectors, dealers, agents
and advisors, and the repositories that hold these records. The
database is a work in progress that is regularly updated with
information contributed by both institutions and individuals.

Christie's
Christie's auction results going back to 1998.

Sotheby's
Southeby's auction results dating back to 2000.

Artsy

We provide one of the largest collections of contemporary art
available online. Thousands of works from diverse cultures and
time periods are accessible for study and enjoyment, and select
works from our gallery partners are available to collectors. By
making all the world’s art freely accessible, Artsy hopes to foster

works of art (including paintings, illustrations, and sculpture) and the careers of over 200,000 artists. Over
6,000 museums and dealers are also referenced. Users have access to information about the artists'
biographies, auction records, financial graphics, magazine ads, and images of the artwork. Users can also
view information about upcoming auctions, analyze auction results, and sign up to be alerted via email
with any updates about their chosen artists.

JSTOR

This listing provides full-text access to all content that the library subscribes to through JSSTOR. The
majority of the database is archival content, and new issues are added to the collection periodically. New
content may not appear in JSTOR until months or years after its initial publication date, and update
frequencies for journals vary by title and publisher.

Academic Search Premiere

A multi-disciplinary database which offers information in many areas of academic study, Academic Search
Premier focuses on a range of subjects including biology, chemistry, engineering, physics, psychology,
religion/theology, and more. This database provides indexing and abstracts for more than 8,500 journals,
with full text for more than 4,600 of those titles. PDF backfiles to 1975 and earlier are available for over
one hundred journals, and searchable cited references are provided for more than 1,000 titles.

America History and Life

America: History and Life indexes literature covering the history and culture of the United States and
Canada, from prehistory to the present. With indexing for 1,700 journals from as far back as 1910, this
database is a strong bibliographic reference tool for students and scholars of U.S. and Canadian history.
This database also includes citations and links to book and media reviews. The predominantly English-
language journal coverage is balanced by an international perspective on topics and events, including
abstracts in English of articles published in more than 40 languages.

Historical Abstracts
Historical Abstracts covers the history of the world (excluding the United States and Canada) focusing on
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